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Dear parents and carers,  

 

Welcome to our first whole school 

Chaffinch Brook newsletter as we begin 

our next chapter as one school.  

It is very exciting to be a separate school 

within the Beckmead Trust and we hope 

that as time goes by this will benefit and 

strengthen the fantastic work we all do in 

partnership with you. We also hope that 

you enjoy reading about all the great 

work our class groups have been doing 

all the way through from year 1 to year 

11!  

We have loved welcoming back our 

students and it has been wonderful to 

see them transition smoothly and settle 

into life at Chaffinch Brook so well. We 

would like to extend a very warm 

welcome to all of our families and 

children who joined us in September and 

we are very proud of the progress the 

children have made so far.  

We hope you are able to have a safe 

and enjoyable half term.  

 

Mr Andy, Miss Abbie, Miss Illy, Mr Patrick and Miss 

Leona.  

 

 

 
 

22nd October: Last day of half term 

1st November: Staff INSET day 

2nd November: Children return to school 

4th November: Diwali 

9th November: Anti-bullying week 

19th November: Children in Need 

10th December: Christmas Jumper Day 

17th December: Last day of term finish at 

12.30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROYDON’S EARLY HELP OFFER 

There are a range of Early Help services for 

children, young people and families in Croydon. 

For more information click on the link below or 

contact a member of the leadership team who will 

be able to help you. 

https://www.croydon.gov.uk/children-young-

people-and-families/early-help-support/additional-

early-help 

 

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

MIND IN CROYDON: www.mindincroydon.org.uk  

Supporting those with mental health concerns 

CROYDON FOOD BANK TRUSSELL TRUST: 

www.croydon.foodbank.org.uk 

PURLEY FOOD HUB: www.purleyfoodhub.net 

FAMILY LIVES: www.familylives.org.uk- Advice for 

parents on a range of topics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

 

https://www.legacyyouthzone.org/inclusion-

club/ 

 

https://www.croydon.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-

and-culture/sports-and-physical-

activity/inclusive-sports-programme?src=D7 

 

https://localoffer.croydon.gov.uk/kb5/croydo

n/directory/results.page?localofferagebands

=2&localofferchannel=6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid-19 Vaccinations for 12-15 year olds  

 

The Covid-19 vaccination programme is now 

open to all 12-15 year olds.   

From Saturday 23rd October onwards 

appointments should be booked using the 

National Booking 

Service here:  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/

coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-

vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/. 

 

mailto:ChaffinchOffice@beckmeadtrust.org
http://www.mindincroydon.org.uk/
http://www.croydon.foodbank.org.uk/
http://www.purleyfoodhub.net/
http://www.familylives.org.uk-/
https://www.legacyyouthzone.org/inclusion-club/
https://www.legacyyouthzone.org/inclusion-club/
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-culture/sports-and-physical-activity/inclusive-sports-programme?src=D7
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-culture/sports-and-physical-activity/inclusive-sports-programme?src=D7
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-culture/sports-and-physical-activity/inclusive-sports-programme?src=D7
https://localoffer.croydon.gov.uk/kb5/croydon/directory/results.page?localofferagebands=2&localofferchannel=6
https://localoffer.croydon.gov.uk/kb5/croydon/directory/results.page?localofferagebands=2&localofferchannel=6
https://localoffer.croydon.gov.uk/kb5/croydon/directory/results.page?localofferagebands=2&localofferchannel=6
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


 

Chaffinch Brook Newsletter 
 

Together towards success!  

 

 
32 Morland Road, Croydon, CR0 6NA  020 8325 4612 ChaffinchOffice@beckmeadtrust.org Head of School: Andy Millard 

Sea Turtle Class 

 

 
 
Wow, what an amazing start to the year 

we’ve had in Sea Turtle Class! 

 

We have certainly hit the ground running 

with our learning. We have enjoyed 

exploring several stories together including 

‘Errol’s Garden’ by Gillian Hibbs and ‘Dear 

Zoo’ by Rod Champbell. The children grew 

cress and we created our own class pet 

shop!  

 

The children particularly enjoyed learning the 

poem ‘Rubbish Tip Alien’ by Pie Corbitt and 

investigating who 

landed in the 

spaceship at 

Chaffinch Brook! 

The children have 

also been working 

really hard in maths, 

improving their 

number skills 

including, 

recognising, and 

writing numbers, addition, subtraction, and 

doubles.  

We have also enjoyed our cooking lessons 

which have been based on the theme 

‘Perfect Pastry’.  The children made lots of 

delicious food including sausage rolls, pizzas 

and jam and lemon tarts.  

In celebration of Black History Month, Sea 

Turtle class learnt how to play the djembe 

drums. This was lots of fun and the children 

were amazing as they drummed along to a 

Caribbean calypso.  
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Cuttlefish Class 

 

 
 
Fun Fact! Did you know that Cuttlefish have 

not one, not two, but three hearts?! 

 

We have been learning lots this term, 

including how to tell the time in maths, 

important figures during black history month 

and why we need to keep up with our 

personal hygiene.   

We started our weekly swimming sessions at 

Waddon Leisure Centre and the children 

have really improved their confidence in the 

water.   

In science we have been learning about the 

importance of a balanced and nutritious 

diet and how this can improve our health.   
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Octopus Class  

 

 
Octopus Class have had a great first term. 

We have been taking care of our 

environment and talking about how to keep 

our favourite places clean.  

Here are some pictures of us litter picking 

and creating a beautiful garden.   

 

 

 

Octopus Class have been 

lucky enough to begin horse riding lessons, 

we met some lovely horses called Jack and 

Fudge. We are looking forward to more fun 

and learning in Autumn 2      .  
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Hammerhead Shark Class  

 
Hammerhead Shark class have had a great 

first half term, we have done some lovely 

learning and got to know each other well. 

 

We started our English this year with a lovely 

book called 'The Promise' which had a 

hidden meaning important in life and 

allowed us to explore and appreciate our 

local green spaces. 

 

There was an alien invasion at Chaffinch 

Brook Lower for poetry week which was lots 

of fun... there was a mix of being poets and 

artist creating our own aliens. 

 

Hammerhead class pupils have particularly 

enjoyed their science topic, electricity, 

where they have learnt how to make circuits 

and explored which materials are good 

electrical conductors and insulators. 
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Stingray Class  

 

 

Stingray Class have had a fantastic start to 

the new school year. The school year kicked 

off with trips to Frylands Wood with Dolphin 

Class, exploring our natural environment and 

enjoying the outdoors. With the resources we 

gathered from the woods, we created 

woodland art and wrote a poem about the 

outdoors. Chaffinch Upper allowed us to 

take a visit to see their Rabbits as we are 

working towards getting our own pet Guinea 

Pigs.  

Stingray Class have taken part in lots of 

different learning activities including maths 

lessons outside, group reading sessions with 

Cuttlefish and outdoor PE lessons. We are so 

impressed with the work that Stingray Class 

has produced this half term and their 

attitudes to learning has been fantastic!  

Keep up the good work everyone!   
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Dolphin Class  
 

 
 
We have had a brilliant start in Dolphin class 

this half term and we are very proud of how 

well the boys have settled in and got on with 

their lessons. In English, we have focused on 

the book ‘The Promise’ which the boys really 

enjoyed as they connected with nature and 

understood the impact of humans on the 

world around us. We also thought about our 

own well-being by creating a poem and 

some beautiful artwork.  

We have been getting to know each other 

by doing lots of team building activities in our 

circle times, visiting the local supermarket as 

part of our life skills sessions and cooking 

some adventurous dishes like jerk chicken 

and rice and peas to celebrate Black 

History.  
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7G 

 

It is quite hard to believe how the term 

has so quickly flown by! 

What a successful half term for our 

students and their learning! Adjusting to 

new routine can be challenging, but the 

students have risen to the challenge and 

transitioned extremely well. Most 

significantly the students have impressed 

us with their positive behaviour choices. 

They have also been putting a lot of 

effort into their work. 

We have also been up to some fun 

activities so far. We raised £170 for our 

Macmillan Coffee Morning! A huge 

thank you to the parents/carers who 

donated, visited and also helped us 

bake and enjoy a hot brew together! 

Furthermore, our ‘Mental Health 

Assembly’ will have been a particular 

highlight for most. The students openly 

shared their helpful coping strategies in 

assembly. They also successfully 

delivered and led a brilliant 2 hour fitness 

sessions for all the KS3 classes. They 

energetically executed a variety of 

fitness challenges that got all the 

students and staff exercising and having 

fun. There were certainly a few sore 

muscles the following day! 

Have a super half term everyone! 

We are looking forward to welcoming 7G 

re-invigorated and ready to go! 
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7H 

 
With the first half term approaching, it’s 

amazing to think how well the students of 

7H have settled into their new secondary 

school careers.  

 

We have been most impressed with how 

hard the boys have worked, their levels 

of concentration, as well as the kindness 

they continue to show to each other and 

staff every day.  

 

In addition, we had a very successful first 

trip to the park which we would like to do 

more often! We also took part in a lovely, 

Macmillan coffee morning which the 

children and parents/carers really 

enjoyed. With Halloween and Christmas 

coming up, there’s so much to look 

forward to! 

 

Well done from Mr Steven, Miss Taiah and 

Mr Kwame, to all of 7H for the fantastic 

start they’ve made! 
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8G 
 

The boys have had a positive transition 

from year 7 to year 8 and are now 

embracing the changes and challenges 

of Y8. They are working for longer and 

harder, in addition to becoming less 

dependent on choosing time.  

 

They have worked extremely hard to 

meet the demands of the harder 

challenges displayed in front of them. In 

maths they have focused on the order of 

operations and place value, alongside 

negative numbers.  
 

 
 

In English the boys have expanded their 

knowledge of literature by creating their 

own fictional dystopian stories and 

studying the use of persuasive language. 

In addition to this they’ve reflected on 

their grammar and are beginning to 

understand the importance of structuring 

a sentence correctly.  
 

Science has been very eventful as they 

have been using the lab for the first time. 

They have conducted themselves safely 

whilst discovering food groups and 

managed to work well in a range of 

different teams. 
 

In food tech the 

children made chicken curry and 

shortbread and in physical education 

they have learnt about the importance 

of the different types of fitness, including 

cardio and muscular.  
 

Overall the boys have settled in well and 

we hope they have a great half term 

break.  
 

Miss Yeti, Miss Yabe & Mr Callum  
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9H 
 

What a start to the year it’s been! The students 

of 9H have really settled in well and taken it 

all in their stride. 
 

Bowling/Nandos Trip 
 

9H were rewarded with a trip to Valley Park 

which was achieved the previous year as a 

result of good behaviour and excellent 

classwork. The trip was an unprecedented 

success as the boys were able to have a 

great time bowling, playing arcade games 

and ate some delicious food. 

 

 
 

Science Test Results 
 

Congratulations to all the boys in 9H as they 

recently had an end-of-unit test which they all 

succeeded in. In science, 9H have been 

learning about the Periodic Table and the 

patterns within it. The test was challenging, 

but they all persevered and did an amazing 

job!  
 

English – Poetry 
 

In class we have been looking at how song 

writers use poetic devices within their songs. 

Through this, the boys have been able to 

increase their knowledge and understanding 

of poetry within the 21st century. 

 

 
 

The Globe Theatre 

 

To further develop their knowledge of poetry, 

we went on an educational trip to watch ‘A 

Midsummer Night's Dream’ at the Globe 

Theatre in London. Although the 

Shakespearian language was challenging to 

understand, the boys were able to interpret 

the play and enjoy the storyline. They were 

also a credit to the school for their excellent 

behaviour. 
 

It has been a great start to the year and we 

look forward to the next half term! 

 

Mr Jermaine, Mr Chris and Miss Chen 
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9G 

 
 As we approach the end of half term, we 

would like to share with you how 9G has 

fared so far. First and foremost, we have 

noticed how much all the boys have grown 

over the summer holidays. We have some 

boys who are nearly as tall as Mr. Rowan!  
 

We were delighted to send the boys on the 

trip to Chessington which they couldn’t 

attend last school year. The trip was a 

roaring success as they were keen to attend 

the trip with the last year’s class team. What 

a fun trip it was! 
 

 
 

This term we have enjoyed our lessons in the 

science lab taught by Ms. Leona. The class 

engaged very well in their science lessons 

and have been really excited to perform 

various experiments. 

The boys have extended their food tech skills 

under Ms Dawn’s wings. Hopefully, you have 

been lucky enough to taste the cakes they 

have baked and the boys have not 

devoured them all before getting home. In 

addition, the boys have been learning about 

MANGA in art with Mr. Thulani which is an 

area of interest for a lot of our boys who like 

anime. 
 

This term the boys also went on a school trip 

to the London Docklands Museum. They 

learnt about the history of the London Docks 

and how it was used for 

import and exports of goods in the olden 

days. Their behaviour was exceptional and 

they even took part in the performance put 

on by an actor.   

 

 

 

Well done 9G! It has been a great start and 

we look forward to the year ahead. 

We hope you have a lovely half term. 

 

Ms. Raazia, Ms Raahemat, and Mr. Rowan  
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10G 

 
The year 10s have had a positive start to the 

term.  They have transitioned well into KS4.  

They have started their GCSE journey in 

English, Maths and Science and for some, 

even GCSE Art. There are also 6 students in 

the class who chose Entry level PE and will be 

working towards an OCR qualification. This 

entails the boys choosing four sporting 

subjects each that they will be assessed on, 

either as a participant or a sports leader. The 

boys have started trampolining this term and 

have shown great balance and posture. 

 

Further great news, half of the class have 

joined the Chaffinch Brook football team, 

where they will be participating in monthly 

tournament days. 

 

The boys have also been introduced to the 

college life, which they attend every Friday. 

In college so far, they have started carpentry 

and throughout the two years, they will 

participate in painting, decorating, 

mechanics, food technology and brick 

laying. So far, the boys have demonstrated 

excellent carpentry skills and made a frame 

during their first session. The class team could 

not be prouder of the boys this half term!  
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11G 

 
This half term we have been quite focused 

on personal progression and preparation for 

the college application progress. 

 

The students have been doing extensive 

research into courses and the requirements 

of entry for the subjects of interests relating 

to their choices, 

 

Along with this our students are finding out a 

little about themselves as they are able to 

discover through this topic, what they like, 

what they are good at and what is classed 

as a skill that they might not of thought was a 

skill before. 

 

We have had a very informative visit from 

Helen at Prevista who has helped the 

students understand interview techniques 

and understand what creating a CV entails. 

 

In addition to the core subjects (Science, 

English and Maths), the students have 

excelled in their media studies, 

learning and understanding video shooting 

techniques and trying out a number of 

camera angles for their own evidence which 

in turn is also developing their ability to work 

in tandem alongside each other in different 

settings. 

 

Although we have a long way to go until our 

exams, the class is steadily progressing and 

we know they are going to make great 

progress academically.  

 

On Fridays we visit Beckmead college where 

the students are partaking in a painting and 

decorating assessment which will lead to 

some of us gaining our first qualification!  

 

Well done for a great start to the year 11G! 

have a great half term.  
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