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Letter from the Headteacher
It has been another busy term for pupils and staff at Moundwood Academy and it is hard to believe how quickly the term has passed. I am pleased to report the capital works project to replace our school roof and windows is now complete – This has also allowed the unsightly scaffolding to be removed!
We are considerably proud of what our pupils have achieved this term - A special mention to our year 11 pupils who are currently preparing to sit their final assessments. As always, we are extremely grateful to you, our parents and carers, for the support you provide the school. 
Best wishes
André Genas
What have our pupils been learning?
Primary Phase - This term in Primary we have based our learning around the Wizarding World of Harry Potter. We have been to Potions Class, got sorted into the Hogwarts Houses by the Sorting Hat and even dressed up as witches and wizards for World Book Day! For maths we learned all about capacity whilst making magical potions and in English we wrote descriptions of Hagrid and imagined we were Harry Potter on platform 9 3/4. In maths we have also really enjoyed learning about direction, position and co-ordinates. We used a giant grid on the floor and had to move each other around using the correct vocabulary and find different objects using the grid co-ordinates. This term we also started our swimming lessons. We have had a fab time and have made some really good progress already. 
Secondary Phase                                                
Maths - This term we have been studying number work. Pupils in year 11 have been revising the core mathematical skills in preparation for their exams. Pupils across key stage 3 have been having fun designing board games that utilize BODMAS in practical applications. Pupils in key stage 3 have explored Geometry and types of angles. They have measured angles using a protractor and identified which sides of the scale to read. This has helped to consolidate their understanding of angle facts.

English - (key stage 3) Pupils have learnt poetry and the key components of poetry. They have also explored language features in texts and the use of figurative language such as: simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, hyperbole, imagery and personification. 

Science - We have been following a biology theme for most year groups. Years 8 and 9 have been learning about adaptations and competition between species, whilst year 10 have been learning about communicable and non-communicable diseases and inherited disorders.  Year 11 have been covering a range of topics and skills due to the government releasing the advanced exam information required for their summer GCSE’s.
This synergy science exam information with specific revision materials can be found at - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw488mn
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Year 11 English
[image: Recommended Read - An Inspector Calls by JB Priestly - The Reader] 

The Year 11 students have been studying for their GCSEs in both English Language and English Literature. Concerning English Language, the students have been studying a range of fiction and non-fiction texts and analysing their language, structure and audience. They have also compared texts. Concerning section B of both papers they have practiced creative writing and writing argument/persuasive articles.
For their English Literature exams, they have revisited An Inspector Calls, A Christmas Carol and Macbeth, focusing on the requirements of the examinations. They have also studied some unseen poetry and have surprised me with their creative - and sometimes idiosyncratic! - interpretations. It is particularly encouraging that the students are willing to express their opinions concerning the poetry and to use textual evidence when doing so.
Year 10s have been studying Gangsta Rap, a novel by Benjamin Zephaniah. They have completed the text and, in their writing, shown that they have understood the plot and characters as well as commenting in an increasingly mature way on the themes and issues within the novel. They have also looked at some poetry connected to the issues in the novel and have looked at some of the poetic techniques used. This will prepare them for when they have to study poetry in Year 11 for their GCSE English Literature exams. 
Year 10s have also studied Othello by William Shakespeare and, again, have impressed concerning their increasing maturity in talking and writing about the issues within the play. Again, this will stand them in good stead for the demands of their GCSE courses.
Trip to Basildon Towngate Theatre
[image: Towngate Theatre, Basildon, Essex]To supplement our year 11 pupils learning of English Literature, an offsite visit was organised for them to view a live performance of Macbeth at Basildon Towngate Theatre.  
Term Dates


Summer Term
19th April 2022 – 21st July 2022
(Half Term 30th May - 3rd June 22)

Inset days (closed to pupils)
19th April 2022
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